
Year 10 Curriculum and Work 
Experience Information Evening



GCSE courses and examinations



KS4 Curriculum Content

• Detailed curriculum maps and information can be found in 
the curriculum area of the school website for each subject 
area.

• Curriculum weighting over the fortnight:
• English Language and Literature 8 lessons - 2 GCSEs
• Maths 7 lessons  - 1 GCSE
• Science 12 lessons – 2 or 3 GCSES
• 3x options subjects 6 lessons each
• Core PE 4 lessons
• Enrichment 1 lesson







KS4 Curriculum Support

• Talk to your children about what they are learning and 
support with resources at home.

• Help them get organised with folders for each subject, with 
areas for each topic, wider reading, exam practice, 
homework etc.

• Support them by ensuring they have the correct equipment.



Year 10 Assessments and Reporting

• Assessments will take place in every subject area across each 
half-term. 

• These results are reported on every term, informing each 
student’s working at grade and projected grade in each 
subject.

• These are monitored against target grades which are based 
on external statistical analysis through an organisation called 
FFT.







Mock Exams

• Year 10 mock exams will take place between 7th – 25th June 
(students will be given a timetable nearer the date).

• These will be conducted like real exams to prepare students, 
following JCQ guidelines.

• All exams information can be found in the exams area of the 
school website.

• JCQ guidelines must also be followed for all NEA work 
completed during the year. 

• Particular consideration given to use of:
•  AI – must not use it to complete your work.
• Social media - no sharing of images of work e.g. Art on 

social media by students or family members.









Attendance

• You need to be here 
to learn!

• Post-16 applications 
in year 11 require an 
attendance figure.

• 95% attendance – 
sounds good but it 
means 10 days of 
learning lost. That’s 
50 lessons!



Study support at KS4



Academic support

Study Programme
Structured independent study to build effective 
revision habits and subject knowledge.

After-School Intervention Sessions
Targeted support in individual subjects to 
address misconceptions and improve attainment.

Tutor Time Revision Skills Workshops
Regular sessions focused on revision techniques, 
retrieval practice, planning, and exam 
preparation.



Monitoring and guidance

Regular Data Capture
Frequent assessment points used to identify 
strengths, gaps and support needs.

Mentoring and 1:1 Support
Individual guidance, target setting and progress 
reviews to keep students on track.



Preparation and success

Two Cycles of Mock Exams
Opportunities to experience GCSE exam conditions, 
practise exam technique and identify next steps.

Increased Parents' Evenings and Yr11 Information 
Evening
More frequent communication between school and 
home to support progress and achievement.



How can I support my child?

• Encourage a regular revision routine at home
• Provide a quiet space for study and homework
• Talk regularly about learning and progress
• Encourage attendance 
• Attend parents' evenings 
• Discuss assessment and mock exam results
• Support good sleep, wellbeing and healthy routines



Revision at KS4

• KS3 EoY exams aim to build and embed healthy 
revision habits

• Different revision strategies work better for 
different individuals; what is best for your 
learning in each subject area?

• Regular, spaced revision throughout Yr10 is far 
more effective than last-minute cramming before 
exams

• Yr10 is the ideal time to establish positive revision 
habits before GCSE courses intensify in Yr11; 
worked and what didn’t at KS3?

• Small, consistent revision sessions over time build 
confidence, reduce stress and improve retention 

• Parents can support routines, organisation and 
motivation

UCC revision 

https://www.uppinghamcollege.org.uk/page/?title=Revision&pid=105


Revision at KS4



Revision at KS4



Who do I speak to if I have concerns?

Curriculum/subject 
concerns

Classroom 
teacher

Head of 
Department

Wellbeing concerns

Form tutor

Miss Griffin 
(Yr10 APL)

Miss Fletcher 
(Yr11 APL)

Mr Harding 
(KS4 PL)



GCSE English Language
GCSE English Literature



English = 2 GCSES

Your child will study two GCSEs in English:
 GCSE English Language
 GCSE English Literature

They will have the same teacher/s for the two year course.
They will study both courses with that teacher/s.
They have 4 one hour lessons a week.
We have two top sets, and the others are mixed ability.



GCSE ENGLISH LANGUAGE

The English Language GCSE 

is divided into two papers.

Paper One: Explorations in 

creative reading and 

writing

Paper Two: Writers’ 

viewpoints and 

perspectives

PAPER ONE

50% of GCSE

1 hour 45 minutes
80 marks

40 marks for reading

40 marks for writing

1 source (Fiction)

Q1comprehension 

(4 marks)
Q2 Language Analysis

(8 marks)

Q3 Structure Analysis
(8 marks)

Q4 Evaluation analysis 

(20 marks)

Q5 Extended creative 
(descriptive or narrative) 

writing question (40 marks)

PAPER TWO

50% of GCSE

1 hour 45 minutes
80 marks

40 marks for reading

40 marks for writing

2 sources (non-fiction)

Q1comprehension 

(4 marks)
Q2 Comparative summary

(8 marks)

Q3 Language Analysis
(12 marks)

Q4 Comparison of 

viewpoints and methods

(16 marks)
Q5 Extended persuasive 

writing question (40 marks)



Spoken Language Endorsement

• In order to pass GCSE English Language, students have to present a 
topic of their choice to an audience and answer questions about it.

• The topic can be anything the student is interested in.
• The presentation must last for 3 or 4 minutes. 
• Students are assessed against criteria for Pass, Merit, Distinction. 

This does not affect their final grade.
• Students are assessed on the following:

• Their ability to express their ideas
•  Organisation and structure of their presentation
•  Meeting the needs of their audience and achieving their 

purpose
•  Listening to questions and responding formally



GCSE ENGLISH LITERATURE

The English Literature GCSE 

is divided into two papers.

Paper One: Shakespeare 

and the 19th Century Novel

Paper Two: Modern Text 

and Poetry

PAPER ONE

40% of GCSE

1 hour 45 minutes
64 marks

Section A: Shakespeare 

Romeo and Juliet
Students answer one 

question on an extract 

and the play as a whole.
30 Marks

AO4 4 Marks

Section B: 19Th Century 

Novel A Christmas Carol 

Students answer one 

question on an extract 
and the novella as a 

whole.

30 Marks

PAPER TWO
60% of GCSE

2 hourS 15 minutes

96 marks
Modern Text - An Inspector 

Calls
Students answer one essay 

question from a choice of 

two.

30 Marks AO4 4 Marks

Poetry – Power and Conflict 

Anthology
Students will answer one 

comparative question on a 

named poem and one of 

their choice

30 Marks

Unseen Poetry
Students answer one question 

on an unseen poem, and one 

question comparing this 

poem with a second unseen 

poem.

32 Marks



GCSE English Literature

• We strongly advise buying the GCSE exam texts so your child can 
annotate them which they will later revise from.

• School will be in touch about how to buy these in the next week on 
the ‘My Child at School App’.

• 10XEN1 and 10YEN1 buy the Oxford School Shakespeare Romeo and 
Juliet

• Every other class buys Shakespeare Made Easy Romeo and Juliet
• CGP A Christmas Carol Novella
• Heinemann An Inspector Calls
• AQA provide the Power and Conflict Poetry Anthology
• When you log on, you will only see the texts suitable to your child



How you can support your child with their 
study of GCSE English and GCSE Literature

• Help them to recognise the importance of English in everyday life – 
reading is knowledge, knowledge is power; expressing themselves 
verbally and in written form is necessary for every job and making 
them an active global citizen.

• Check in – be curious, discuss what they are reading.
• Encourage them to read at home.
• Read with them and discuss … maybe even analyse.
• Homework will be set every 2 weeks - Educake. Check on Satchel One.
• Help them proof-read their writing.
• Help them prepare for their Spoken Language Endorsement.
• Go and see a performance of the exam texts.
• Watch films of the exam texts together.
• Help them learn quotations. Test them.
• Encourage them to use ‘Learn Anything’ and ‘The Quotation Bank App’



Important dates

• October 2026 - Buy the exam texts from MCAS
• October  - Language Paper 1 Assessment
• December - A Christmas Carol Assessment
• January - Box Clever Performance – Romeo and Juliet
• March - Romeo and Juliet Assessment
• April - Spoken Language Assessment
• June- Year 10 Exams Language Paper 2 Assessment
• July - An Inspector Calls Assessment



GCSE Mathematics



Exam Information:

• OCR exam board (J560)

• Three exam papers, one and a half hours each

• Spaced out with a week or two between each

• Two papers are completed using a calculator, and 
one non-calculator paper



Calculators:

• Can be used for two of the 
three exam papers.

• We recommend the Casio 
FX- 85GTCW

• This can be bought from supermarkets, 
Amazon etc for about £17 

• Also available in School Shop at Student 
Services for £10

• Payment with cash or through MCAS.



Tiers of Entry:

• There are two tiers of entry: Foundation and Higher

• For Foundation, grades 1 to 5 can be achieved

• For Higher, grades 3 to 9 can be achieved

• We also have Intermediate classes 

• The decision regarding entry tier is made following the 
Year 11 mock exams.



Supporting your child:

• Show interest, ask what they have covered in class, ask 
about assessments, keep an eye on Satchel:One for 
homework and offer a quiet space.

• There are always maths teachers around at break and 
lunch, students are encouraged to ask for support.  Two 
minutes may well be all in takes to clear up a 
misconception or help to answer a question.

• Look at the overviews on the website.



Year 10 Overview:



Assessment:

• Short 30-minute assessment at the end of each topic.

• These are open-book assessments.

• Teachers mark these and return to students a few days 
later, students can then use them to identify areas for 
revision.

• Three formal ‘closed book assessments’ per year.
The first of these will be in late November.



Resources:

• We use two main websites in school and for 
homework:
  Mathspad
  Dr Frost

• Additionally, Corbett Maths has short videos and 
questions (and answers!).



GCSE Science



What does KS4 Science look like?

GCSE Combined Science: Trilogy8464

GCSE Biology8461

GCSE Chemistry8462

GCSE Physics8463







Resources that can help

Revision Materials Online Learning
Practice & 
Retrieval

 Exercise Book
 Physics & 

Maths Tutor
 Cognito

 CGP Revision 
Guides

 Learn 
Anything

 Seneca

 AQA Website  BBC Bitesize

 Regular 

practice and 

retrieval



WORK 
EXPERIENCE

Monday 12th July to Friday 16th July 2027





Statistically you 
will hold 15 
different jobs 
across 6 different 
careers
StandOut CV - Career Change Statistics UK 2025  





(Law and 
Watts, 1977 
and 1996)



CAREERS EDUCATION, 
INFORMATION AND 
GUIDANCE

EXPLORE EXPERIENCE

Students should have the
 
opportunity to explore careers, 
the world of work and their 
future. 

Students should have 
opportunities to experience 
careers, the world of work and 
consider their future.



WORK EXPERIENCE
THE BENEFITS

Work experience can provide many benefits:

• It provides an opportunity for personal 
development 

• It develops a range of skills, knowledge and 
attitudes that are relevant to adult life

• It encourages independence and responsibility.
• It encourages students to consider their future, 

their interests and their skills.
• It helps to build useful skills that cannot be 

taught in the classroom, as well as promote to 
students the importance of some of the 
routines and expectations they don’t consider 
relevant in their school life.

• It may help students to consider future jobs 
and work sectors.

• It promotes to students the importance of 
considering future within the present.

• It might spark curiosity about the world of 
work.

• It helps students to reflect on life outside the 
classroom



GETTING 
STARTED



FINDING A PLACEMENT

01 Students need to start thinking about 
who they could approach to secure a 
placement.. Before they start 
searching, they will need to consider 
the following:

• What sector/area of work might they 
be interested in

• Location and travel
• Personal network



Firstly, there is no need to have this done in the next few 
weeks.

After half-term, you will receive an E-Support pack which 
will have further information  and links to support such as 
email templates, advice for contacting by phone.

If you want to  started much sooner, that is fine but there 
are a few things you need to know:

• Employers will need to know if they are offering a 
placement, they will be asked at some point to provide 
details of their ELI, Risk Assessments and Health and 
Safety Policy.

• Employers will be required to fill in a short online form 
as part of the process. 

Approaching Places of 
Employment:



PROCESS



Before the summer, students received an email to 
their SCHOOL email address from UNIFROG.

Everything starts from here, as they will need to get 
themselves logged on to UNIFROG  so their profile 
is operational.

Link in the email is the ONLY way of getting logged 
on. It will take them to a profile where they can 
enter a password (they need to remember it).

Answer the couple of questions that come up when 
logging on and then they are all set up.

Process Starts with 
Logging On:



PLACEMENTS 
TOOL

Student Uploads Placement 
Details.

This happens once a 
placement has been agreed in 
principle. Students will log on 
to Unifrog and ‘ADD’ their 
placement

Placement Confirms and 
Uploads Relevant Documents.

When a placement has been 
added, Unifrog automatically 
emails  the placement 
contact. At this point they 
must upload all their required 
documents and confirm they 
are happy to go ahead.

Parent Confirms Placement.

Once the placement has completed 
all the necessary stages, you will be 
emailed as a parent. At this point 
you will be able to see EVERYTHING 
that has been uploaded. You need 
to check you are happy with the 
placement – this is where you agree 
to the placement.

STEP 1 STEP 2 STEP 3

https://www.unifrog.org/placement/guides/how-to-use-the-placements-tool
https://www.unifrog.org/placement/guides/how-to-use-the-placements-tool


TIMELINE

September 
WEX Launch

November
E-Support Pack 
provided for 
students and 
parents

January 
Student check in 
during PDE – 
Where have you 
got to?

February
By end of Feb half-
term, ALL students 
have an uploaded 
placement

March - May 
School will follow 
up all missing info 
and forms

June  
WEX debrief for 
students and 
parents

July
Placements



UNIFROG



Using the Unifrog Placements tool

The next few slides will show you how to use the Placements tool. 

• After logging into your Unifrog account, scroll 

down to ‘Exploring.’

• If you don’t see the Placements tool straight 

away, click ‘All tools’.



CONSIDERATIONS

WHAT IF WE CAN’T FIND A PLACEMENT?

CAN I WORK WITH FAMILY?

DOES THE SCHOOL HAVE A LIST WE CAN CHOOSE FROM?

CAN WE OPT OUT OF WEX?



SUPPORT

Unifrog

info@unifrog.org

rhodes_p@ucc.rutland.sch.uk

UCC Website

WEX@ucc.rutland.sch.uk

UCC Careers

UCC WEX

There might be different ways in which you require 
support through out the journey:

Careers Guidance:
I have no idea what sector/job/ role I am interested 
in.
I don’t know what to do for work experience.
I don’t know what skills I am good at.
I don’t know what jobs will suit me.

Work Experience (WEX) Specific:
We have made lots of requests, but we aren’t hearing 
back from anyone.
We don’t know how to upload placements on 
Unifrog.
We don’t know what information to put in the forms.
We want to change the placement

Unifrog:
A certain element on the platform isn’t working
There are tabs missing
I can’t find the tool I am looking for on the platform
It won’t let me upload anything

UCC Website

mailto:rhodes_p@ucc.rutland.sch.uk


Students need to start finding a placement for WEX. 
They will need to do this by contacting potential 
placements.

At this stage I think it is important for the employer 
to know, if they agree they will be asked to provide a 
copy of Employer Liability Insurance , Health and 
Safety and Fire Safety documents.

The person supervising the student will need 
demonstrate that are able to supervise young people 
and are not barred from doing so.

They also need to know everything is administered 
through Unifrog.  

In Summary



LIFE IS LIKE
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