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Description automatically generated]CONTENT of the course
· Context 1: My personal world: 
family, friends, relationships 
equality
· Context 2: Lifestyle and well-being: 
physical and mental well-being, 
food and drink, 
sports
· Context 3: My neighbourhood: 
places in town, shopping, 
the natural world and environmental issues
· Context 4: Media and technology: 
music, TV, film, 
social media and gaming
· Context 5: Studying and my future: 
school and future opportunities
· Context 6: Travel and tourism: 
transport, accommodation
holidays and tourist attractions

What will doing a GCSE MFL give me?
Not only will you develop the ability to speak another language, but it boosts your transferable skills such as:
· Communication
· Cultural awareness, tolerance and understanding.
· Confidence
· Problem-solving
· Memory
· Analysis
It also makes you stand out from the crowd as it’s one of the top skills requested by employers, but few people are able to offer it. This also leads to higher salary rates!

CONTENT
The course covers a vocab list of 1200 words at Foundation and 1700 at higher, organised in a variety of contexts. This vocab applies to all four question papers, but additional knowledge can be used in the written and spoken exams. Learners are expected to understand and provide information and opinions about the contexts relating to their own experiences and those of other people, including people in countries/communities where Spanish/German/French is spoken.


	Paper/skill
	PAPER 1: Speaking
	PAPER 2: Listening
	PAPER 3: Reading
	PAPER 4: Writing

	Worth
	25%
	25%
	25%
	25%

	How is it assessed?
	7-9 minutes (Foundation Tier) + 
15 minutes preparation time

10-12 minutes (Higher Tier) + 
15 minutes preparation time
	Written exam: 45 minutes (Foundation Tier), 60 minutes (Higher Tier) Each exam includes 5 minutes of preparation time before the recording is played and all extracts are heard 3 times.
	Written exam
 45 minutes (Foundation Tier)

60 minutes (Higher Tier)
	Written exam
1 hour 15 mins (Foundation Tier)

1 hour 20 mins (Higher Tier)

All writing prompts are in English

	Questions
	The format is the same for both Higher and Foundation Tier, but with different stimulus materials and timings.

Part 1 Read aloud
2 minutes
12 marks

Part 2 Role play
1 – 1.5 minutes
10 marks

Part 3A Picture description
12 marks
1.5 - 2 minutes for Foundation
2 – 2.5 minutes for Higher

Part 3B Conversation
16 marks
3 minutes for Foundation
5 minutes for Higher
	Section A Questions
Multiple choice, multi-response or short answers.
Questions are in English, to be answered in English

40 marks

Section B Dictation
Transcribing spoken French/German/Spanish into a written format.
Sound/symbol correspondence is assessed.

10 marks
	Section A Questions
Multiple choice, multi-response or short answers.
Questions are in English, to be answered in English

40 marks

Section B Translation
Translation from French/German/Spanish into English 

5 sentences for Foundation
A short paragraph for Higher

10 marks
	Foundation tier
Question 1  Photo 
Describe an image
8 marks
Question 2  40-50 words (choice of 2)
Write a short passage using prompts
14 marks
Question 3 80-90 words (choice of 2)
Write a longer passage using prompts
18 marks
Question 4 Translation 
5 sentences to translate into French/German/Spanish
10 marks
Higher Tier
Question 1 80-90 words (choice of 2)
Write a longer passage using prompts
18 marks
Question 1 130-150 words (choice of 2)
Write a detailed response using prompts
22 marks
Question 3 Translation 
A short paragraph to translate into French/German/Spanish
10 marks


There is a Foundation Tier (grades 1–5) and a Higher Tier (grades 4–9). Students must take all four papers at the same tier.
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