GCSE Design & Technology
What is Design & Technology and why choose to study it?
Design & Technology is purposeful, as well as being fun and exciting! Studying GCSE Design & Technology will build on what you learnt about designing and making in Key stage 3. You will use your knowledge and skills to design and make new and better solutions to real problems; on your own or with others – working with materials you choose.
What will you be doing in Design & Technology?
In D&T you will be learning about a variety of design and technology principles through theory and practical application. The key principles will be understanding users, further knowledge about materials, sustainable design, knowing how things work by analysing products and evaluating your own and other’s work. These principles will be taught by studying the skill of designing and making.
How will we be assessed?
The AQA D&T GCSE is assessed in two parts (components). Part 1 is a written exam paper, it is a 2 hour paper and is worth 50% of the GCSE. 
Part 2 is an NEA (Non-examined assessment) task that you will complete in school, this is a design and make project that you will undertake by responding to a given context.  The NEA will contribute towards 50% of the students overall mark. The NEA project in its entirety should take between 30–35 hours to complete and consist of a working prototype and a concise portfolio of approximately 20 pages of A3 paper or the digital equivalent.
Will we be rotating material areas like we do in KS3?
No, you will be with one D&T teacher. Every student who opts for D&T will be taking the same qualification; AQA GCSE Design & Technology and this is delivered by the different teachers.
Which teaching group/material area will I be in?
Every student who chooses D&T as one of their options will be spoken to regarding their choice. Students will then complete a selection form, the department will endeavour to work with each student to try and place them in the area that will best suit their abilities.
Where could D&T take you?
GCSE D&T opens the door to a wide range of careers in the creative, engineering and manufacturing industries. It is also excellent preparation for careers in many others fields e.g. medicine, law and computer science. Whatever career you choose, the knowledge and skills you learn, particularly those concerned with rapidly developing technologies, will be extremely valuable. You will also develop skills, such as teamwork and time management, which are highly prized by employers.
