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AIMS

The aim of this policy is to identify how UCC will respond to unexpected scenarios that may
result in the temporary closure of the school.

POTENTIAL CAUSES

Using our experiences of working in education, we know that the most likely causes of
school closures are severe weather, or problems with the heating, energy supply, water
supply or sewage systems in school.
The school will always work diligently to stay open and will only announce a temporary
closure as a last resort if the health, safety and well-being of staff, students and their
families are compromised by unexpected circumstances.

DECISION TO CLOSE THE SCHOOL TEMPORARILY
Snow and severe weather can mean that is unsafe to travel to or from school. When severe
weather conditions occur or are predicted, the Principal is the only member of staff with the
authority to make the decision to close the school. This decision will be taken following the
collection of information from key stakeholders such as the Site Manager and other senior
leaders.
If the decision to temporarily close is taken by the Principal, it will be communicated as soon
as possible in the following format:
-

Message on the homepage of the school website (sometimes the website will crash
due to significant increases in traffic; please use one of the other methods below if
this occurs)

-

School social media account sites (Facebook, Twitter, Instagram)

-

Text message to all parents
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-

Text message and email to all staff and governors

-

Phone calls to all bus service providers

-

Messages will be sent to Rutland Radio and Radio Leicester however we are not in
control of whether these are read out.

UCC will always endeavour to communicate any temporary school closure to the community
as quickly as possible.

TRAVEL ARRANGEMENTS
Students who normally travel to the College by bus or coach should not attempt to come in
if their bus or coach does not turn up because of severe weather. If a bus doesn’t pick up in
the morning, it should be assumed that they won’t in the afternoon. We would suggest that
students wait no longer than 15 minutes after the published pick-up time before returning
home.
We cannot assume that it is due to a bus not running or bad weather conditions that your
child is not in College. Please ensure you contact us to let us know if your child will not be
coming in as you would normally do for an absence. If we do not hear from you an absence
text will be sent home to notify you that your child is not here.
Parents would be unwise to try to get their children to College if a bus does not turn up.
Whilst this may be possible at the time, particularly for those with 4 wheel drive vehicles, it
may present real problems later in the day when students attempt to return home.
The College will be open unless it is announced that it is closed. It should be noted by
parents that if the College provides a limited day during bad weather it may be impossible
to provide normal lessons. This is due to the fact that many staff will also have problems
reaching the College. Equally the College cannot guarantee a full day - deteriorating
weather conditions may necessitate an early closure.
In outlying areas you may feel it necessary to collect your child early. It is your decision to do
so and you should contact the College in advance of your request.
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If the College has to be closed, buses will be summoned early. Parents will need to make
contingency arrangements in the event of their son/daughter arriving home earlier than
expected if an emergency arises. Those students who do not have a 'safe haven' to go to
should advise their form tutor or another member of staff immediately and they will remain
at the College until suitable and safe arrangements can be made to get them home. Parents
who have specific requests regarding students being sent home must make prior
arrangements with the College. Please contact Student Services immediately to discuss
details.
Therefore please ensure that your child has a place to go if they are unexpectedly sent home
during the day due to college closure. We always ask students if they have a safe place to go
to and unless we have heard from you to the contrary we will accept the word of the
students that they do have somewhere to go to that has been approved by parents.

STUDENT EXPECTATIONS
When the school is temporarily closed there will be instructions sent out for students
regarding what school work is expected of them. Students will normally be expected to do
some homework via Show My Homework, read, revise or complete any specific activities as
directed by teachers.

Unexpected School Closure Policy

Page 5

