Music GCSE OCR J536
This specification builds upon the knowledge and skills acquired
at Key Stage 3. Learners will study a contemporary, accessible
and creative education in Music with an integrated approach to
the three main elements – performing, composing and
appraising. Learners are encouraged to be creative and to
broaden their musical horizons and understanding with Areas of
Study that inspire and challenge, from the past and present,
from western tradition and other world cultures.
Learners will explore performance and composition with a focus
on their own instrument and genre choices and are given the
opportunity to explore new instrumental skills. Their instrument
can be any of the following:
• Any instrument
•Voice – this can include styles such as rapping or beatboxing
• DJ-ing
• Sequencing
Through the various genres, styles and eras contained in Areas
of Study students will explore musical context, musical
language, and performance and composition skills

GCSE music provides you with an opportunity to:
• Be inspired and be creative – you are encouraged to broaden your
musical horizons and understanding with areas of study that motivate and
challenge.
• Select choices to appeal to you – the range of topics will allow for
practical, musical learning and is designed to cater for a wide range of
interests, instruments, personalities and directions.
• Combine the traditional and modern – there are exciting opportunities
for you to study diverse and traditional fields, as well as develop interest
in all aspects of your musical heritage.
• Be encouraged to experiment – with the opportunity to work on your
own performing, composing and listening.
• Be supported and guided – focusing on high-quality creative resources
built on best practice. They are designed to support creative learning
approaches and progression for all students.
Assessment
30% Integrated Portfolio: 60 Marks Non-exam assessment:
Performance on the learner’s chosen instrument. Composition to a brief
set by the learner.
30% Practical Competent: 60 Marks Non-exam assessment: Ensemble
performance. Composition to an OCR set brief.
40% Listening and Appraising: 80 Marks 1 hour and 30 minutes written
paper: A written paper, with CD. Aural recognition and contest
unheard/unfamiliar music from within Areas of Study 2, 3, 4 and 5.

Why do students enjoy studying a GCSE in Music?

What units are studied?

If you are an instrumentalist or a vocalist, then this is the course
for you. Plenty of opportunity for playing as a soloist and coming
together to form ensemble playing.

There are five very interesting and engaging Areas of Study:
Area of Study 1 – My Music
Area of Study 2 – The Concerto Through Time
Area of Study 3 – Rhythms of the World
Area of Study 4 – Film Music
Area of Study 5 – Conventions of Pop

How is the coursework structured?
How students are assessed is mainly through practical work,
worth 60% of the overall course, which is fantastic as a musician.
This consists of a Solo performance and Composition no. 1 that
students write for their own instrument/voice and also
Composition no. 2 that is set by the exam board in Year 11, plus
an Ensemble performance where students perform with at least
one other live player.

How is the exam structured?
There is a Listening Paper set by the exam board and taken during
Year 11 in May/June time, worth 40% of the marks.

Recommended Study, Listening Tests and Revision Guides
RHINEGOLD EDUCATION:
OCR GCSE MUSIC Revision Guide
OCR GCSE MUSIC Listening Tests
OCR GCSE MUSIC Study Guide
OCR GCSE MUSIC Online Music Classroom

What skills will be developed through studying GCSE
Music?
Lots of time is given in class time and in students’ one-to-one private
instrumental/vocal lessons to develop their solo performance skills and
ensemble skills. We actively encourage students to take part in at least
one additional ensemble outside of lesson time e.g. UCC Wind Band,
Brass Ensemble, Strings Ensemble, Sing-a-Solo group, The Uppingham
Stars’ Choir, County Orchestra/Band/Choirs, Rock School. Help will be
given to ensure students are experienced in composing and performing
in certain styles , genres and other cultures and to be able to reflect this
in their own work. Students will be helped to develop their listening
skills and how to apply theory, knowledge and understanding to what
they hear in the listening exam taken in Year 11.

